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centers fear |

Bush cuts

By ALAN CROWELL

Staff Writer
|| BINGHAM — Mally Clark's
itwo teenage sons have had a to-

tal of six cavities filled sinea g
Hentist came to the Bingham

Area Health Center Lhis sum.
Iner.

« Without those fillings, Clark,
of Solon, said her sons probably
would have lost teeth, ]
= In fact, before this SUIMMEr,
Ihe nearest dentist who would
fecept new Medicaid patients
was about 212 hours away, said
Clark, which meant that hep
song really didn't have accesus
Lo dental care

WNow, she said her boys not
;ﬁiﬁ{r I:]ﬂ:rc had their cavitias
, b are taki
fled, & Lhey .tnkmg bedter
“It inspired them to brush

Plettie see CUTS, 7

e Cuts
Cemtniied from 81
their teeth mare,” Clark said.
But it is unelear how much
longer the Bingham Area
Health Center and other afford-
able health care providers in ru-

ril areas will be able Lo provide
a full range of health services.

With the threal of state and
federal health care cuts looming
and patient lists growing, the
health centers, which already
exist on raxor-thin marging, are
fneing the possibility they mny
h;\‘u to reduce the services they
offer.

Friday, as U.5. Rep, Michael
H. Michmud, D-nd Dist., toured
the health center and talked to
Clark and center doctors; he ax-
pressed support for rural health
centers and discussed efforts 1o
address problems, ineluding
the difficulty of attracting new
doctors to practice in rural ar-
eas,

The congressman's visil
comes al a time when President
George W, Bush has proposed
roughly $40 billion in Medicaid
clits,

Nationwide the §300 billion
program offers a health care
safety net to 52 million poar eld
erly und disabled Americans.

In Maine, the program pro-
vides u vital piece of the funding
that  supports the 11
HealthReach  Community
Health Centers, including the
one in Bingham,

Stephen E, Walsh, president &

CEQ of the HealthReach Cen-
ters, said with a $14 million
budget, his organization ended

the year just $17,000 in the
black

He said the state iz almaﬂly
considering cuts that would pull
about $215,000 from his botlom
line, enough to push him well in-
to the red.

“The reality is you don't run a
business with a $200,000 deficit
for long,” Walsh sajd.

With federal cuts threatened
that could dwarf the proposed

state cuts, Walsh sanid the possi-
bility thal his organization
might have to cut back on serv-
ices is real

He said the scenurio becomes

cularly alarming consider-

ng Lthat twao gesru ngo,
HealthReach was forced to find
about $700,000 in reductions.

Those cuts went to the bone,
Wilsh said. A new round of sig-
nificant reductions could not
happen without Impacting serv-
ices, he said,

In addition to Bingham's cen-
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Dr. Cynthia Robertson, from left, a physiclan at the Bingham Area Health Center, talks to U.S.
Rep. Michael H. Michaud, D-2nd Dist., during Michaud's visit Friday,

ter, HealthReach has 10 other
centers including those in Al-
bion, Belgrade, Rangeley, Rich-
mond, Madison and Strong.
They serve more than 38,000
Maine residents.

Because they provide preven-
tive care that helps patients avoid
EXPENSivVe emergency room vis-
Its, the centers keep overall
health care costs down, accord-
ing to HealthReach officials.

Alan Crowell — 474-9534, Ext. 342
acrowell @ cantralmalng.com



